Names: Orla & Kevin Marron
Venue: The Everglades Hotel
Wedding Date: November 10th 2018
Orla and Kevin were married on November 10th 2018 and celebrated their wedding at The
Everglades Hotel. The couple met through friends at their university in Belfast and would
regularly run into each other in Dorman’s Bar in Magherafelt. In September 2009, Kevin asked
Orla to be his girlfriend the day after being her ‘plus one’ at her sister’s wedding. ‘My family
must not have scared him too much! It was also the first day he met my dad!’ Orla recalls.

Kevin and Orla had been living together for a while when they got engaged. ‘Kevin had always
joked he would never get any surprises past me,’ Orla remembers, but one Saturday night while
she was on her laptop, she turned to see Kevin on his knee!
Orla was stunned and asked three or four times if he was serious. ‘It was just perfect, in our own
home and I genuinely didn’t see it coming!’ she laughs.

The couple chose The Everglades as their wedding venue, based on the service they received
one Sunday at a very busy lunch time when they called in to have a look around. ‘We were told
to take a seat and we were looked after so well! JP freed himself to take us on a tour of the
hotel, telling us what it was like to have a wedding here. We never visited another venue!’ Orla
recalls. They paid their deposit that same day.
Opting out of a specific theme, the couple wanted to keep their day simple. The drinks reception
hosted by the Everglades was a great way to get the party started. ‘We wanted the entire day to
be stress free and that was our main aim. Having our wedding reception in the Everglades enabled us to achieve that!’ Orla wore a simple gown with a statement pleat designed by Suzanne
Neville from Serendipity Bridal Boutique, Fivemiletown and the bridesmaids dresses were from
Coast and featured a lovely pleat to match. The men wore a classic tuxedo that was ideal for
the time of year.

What were the highlights of your day?
‘Kevin managed to lose his speech so spent ten minutes writing up the bullet points he could
remember on a piece of Everglades note paper in the room shortly after we arrived to the
hotel!’
However the most special moment was ‘Probably when we both met each other at the altar
and turned to the priest who quietly spoke to us. My cousins sang beautifully as I came down
the aisle which was very special. The nerves started to fade away once we met each other and
it was a lovely moment that the priest acknowledged privately with us!’
The Venue ~ The Everglades Hotel
The Dress ~ Serendipity Bridal
Boutique
The Photographer ~ Andrew McKenna
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