Names: Carleen & Gary Morrison
Venue: The Everglades Hotel
Wedding Date: August 08 2019
Carleen and Gary were married on August 8th 2019 and celebrated their wedding at The
Everglades Hotel. The couple’s love story began back in their university days at Queen’s
University, Belfast. For a few years, they were just friends, until Gary bit the bullet and asked
Carleen out on a date at their local cinema to see the movie Contagion, where Carleen fondly
remembers he fell asleep halfway through. After that, they continued to go on more dates and
became an official couple a few months later.

Gary took Carleen out for an evening meal in their hometown of Derry when he suggested going
to Lunn’s Jewellers in Belfast the following weekend to look at engagement rings. Carleen said,
“I was so excited when we arrived at Lunn’s. I was looking for the perfect pear-shaped ring. After
trying on a few, I had chosen the first one I had picked out.” Afterwards, Gary began planning his
proposal and booked an Executive Room with stunning views over the River Finn in Jackson’s
Hotel, Ballybofey, Donegal. Carleen said, “He had arranged for a bottle of champagne to be
brought into the room on arrival and that’s when he proposed to me on on the balcony. With the
stunning backdrop of the river, it was spectacular and a special moment between the two of us.”

When choosing their reception, the couple did a lot of research and attended wedding fayres
before making their choice. However, when they visited the Grand Ballroom at the Everglades
Hotel, that they knew it was the venue for them. “We were blown away by it. We met Catrina
Myers, Business Development Manager, Mairead Kelly Events Manager and David who were
all so welcoming and helpful from start to finish. Everyone who attended the wedding could not
have commented enough on how excellent the customer service was throughout the day. The
hotel went beyond expectations and staff paid attention to every single detail,” Carleen said.
When it came to shopping for Carleen’s dream wedding dress, she visited many bridal boutiques. However, it wasn’t until she visited McElhinney’s in Ballybofey with her sister Aimee
and mum Loretta where she found ‘the one.’ Carleen said, “I’d tried on so a few before I came
across a dress designed by Maggie Sottero and straight away I knew it was the dress for me. I
loved the shape the built-in corset gave me and the long train at the back. It was so beautiful.”

For Gary, his favourite moment was when he saw Carleen for the first time at the top of the
aisle. He said, “I have never seen anyone as beautiful in my life and have never felt butterflies
like it! The feeling of love took my breath away.”
For Carleen, she said, “I had been so nervous all morning when I was getting ready at my
parent’s house. When I reached the top of the aisle to meet Gary, he looked very nervous also.
But as soon as we were by each other’s sides, I immediately felt a sense of relief and couldn’t
stop smiling, I felt much better when we could be nervous together! It has to be one of the best
moments I remember from the day.”
The Venue ~ The Everglades Hotel
The Dress ~ McElhinney’s
The Photographer ~ Yez Lifestyle
Photography
Videography – Simon Barr Wedding
Films
For further information on our Wedding
Packages at The Everglades Hotel
please contact Mairead on
028 7132 1066 or email
weddings@egh.hastingshotels.com

